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Secondly, I would like to see the revitalization of some of our existing churches as well as the planting 
of new ones.  My heart is for the General Conference along with Annual Conferences to partner with 
our healthy churches to help strengthen strategic struggling churches with resources, personnel and 
partnership.  I also believe God has given us some opportunities for church plants.  We have been 
involved with Pastor Benton Ingram and the Restoration Church in Flowood, Mississippi and want to 
continue this partnership until it is a vibrant, healthy church.  We also are in the initial talks with Rev. 
Michael and Katie Gerald about the possibility of a church plant in Dallas, Texas.  This work would 
need the support of the General Conference, the North Texas Annual Conference and supporting 
partner churches.  I truly believe planting these works in these metropolitan areas could be very 
fruitful.  

Wal-Mart founder, Sam Walton, made one of my favorite statements. “The bigger we grow, the 
smaller we have to think.  No matter how big we get, people still walk through our doors one at a 
time.”  I truly believe the secret to church growth is caring about individual people and people don’t 
care how much you know until they know how much you care. The pastor’s primary role is to train his 
people to reach people.  (Ephesians 4:11, 12)  Shepherds do not produce sheep - only sheep 
produce sheep. 

Thirdly, I want 2014 to be the Year of Prayer in our denomination.  I love what John Wesley said, 
“Give me 100 preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw 
whether they be clergy or laymen, such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of 
Heaven on earth.  God does nothing but in answer to prayer.”   

I would like for every congregation to do the following: 

• Each church leadership prayerfully prays about their goals for the New Year and then 
present them to the congregation to daily pray.  

• Develop a Pastor’s Prayer Team to pray for the Pastor.  

• Designate one time during the week to meet at the church for church-wide prayer 

• Designate a month for prayer and fasting (January recommended) 

• Designate at least one person to pray while the pastor is preaching 

• A personal prayer partner for each pastor 

• Encourage everyone in your congregation to read the Circle Maker and Fresh Wind, 
Fresh Fire 

I truly believe exploits can happen in our churches.  There is no reason sinners should not be drawn 
to the Holy Spirit in your church.  One day as Charles Finney’s train passed through Houghton, New 
York, the Holy Spirit fell on the sinners in the community.  Men in cocktail bars fell on their knees 
under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit and asked Jesus Christ to save them.  If the Holy Spirit 
gave Charles Finney such power, should He not give us the same kind of powerful ministry?  Finney 
rarely shared the key to his power; however, a reporter decided to spy on him.  The reporter finally 
realized that the source of Finney’s power was the hours he spent in prayer.   
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First Sessions at the Fowler Bible Institute Nothing Short of Exceptional!
On behalf of the Administrative Division and Educational Division of the Congregational Methodist Church, Dr. Benny
Tate, President welcomed pastors, laity, and guests to the newly established Fowler Bible Institute. In a day that was
nothing short of exceptional, the Fowler Bible Institute enjoyed a powerful and relevant half day training seminar
presented by the President of Ohio Christian University, Dr. Mark Smith. Dr. Smith is a premier leader in Christian
Education. He has led Ohio Christian University in unprecedented growth from a student body of 380 to over 3,800.

In session one, Dr. Smith, presented a challenge to our Pastors: “Pastor Be a Leader” Dr. Smith explained that
America and the world need Christian Pastors and Leaders who will not shy away from the difficult challenges
associated with our world and social pressures. Pastors and Christian leaders should stand firm in unity and conviction
that God has the power to redeem and overcome the sinfulness of the world and that we can stand boldly up to speak
and teach the truth. America needs our pastors to be courageous leaders who are engaged in the needs and
pressures faced by our communities. Pastors and Christian leaders who really desire for the church to grow need only
open their eyes and witness the multitude of needs around them in their local communities. Pastors and leaders were
challenged by Dr. Smith to gather their congregations together for a brainstorming discussion that would help them
discuss how they could effectively engage in their community and begin to meet some of these needs.

In session two, Dr. Smith took time to discuss the importance of Kingdom Prayer. He explained that dynamic growth
witnessed in churches, schools, and ministries has a specific power source. It is Prayer! It is the kind of prayer that
says God, let us see what You see and let us go where You will send us for the good of Your Kingdom. It is the kind of
prayer that says this success is not derived by me or the local church; it is by the power and abundance of our God!
Kingdom Prayer eliminates the fear of failure, because the success does not belong to us, it belongs to God.
This very type of prayer also demonstrates that God has a plan and He has the resources available. The question is,
will Pastors and Leaders of the church continue to rely on a limited view of God, or will we join God in a confidence
and faith that He will do what He says He will and we can count on Him to provide the strength, courage, resources,
and skills to complete the vision He sets before us?

Pastor
Be a 

Leader!
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November 14, 2013 
A special day in the history of the 
Congregational Methodist Church.

The Fowler Bible Institute and Edna Fowler 
Prayer Room were dedicated in honor of Dr. 
Wilton (Bill) Fowler and his wife Rev. Edna 

Fowler for their lifelong commitment to 
education and ministry to the Congregational 
Methodist Church and the Education Division 

of the General Conference.

A special 
Thanks to 

everyone who 
donated time, 

money, and 
energy to help 

make this 
wonderful 
event take 

place!
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CMC  Headquarters & The Fowler Bible Institute
Progress and Teamwork 

Rock Spring’s 
Men of Action:

Primed/Painted 
Walls, Trim, and 
Bathrooms.  In 
addition, they 

refinished most 
of the doors 

throughout the 
HQ building.

*Brad Hicks
*Jimmy 

Higginbotham
*David Lequire
*Danny Bentley

*Danny Bell
*Dr. Benny Tate

Louisiana Annual Conference Men of Action: Installed crown molding, completed repairs to the HQ workroom work
benches, helped Mr. Ralph Watson replace a water heater at the WMU furlough Home, and refinished several more
doors and did some various paint projects.

*Jerry Smith *Robert Wilson *Billy Pearce *Trent Franks * Rev. Charles “Chuck” Clark

CMC  Headquarters & The Fowler Bible Institute
Progress and Teamwork 
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Victory Youth Group: Removed the carpet and scrapped the
floors in preparation for new carpet installed by Robert’s Interiors of
Florence. *Caleb Bock * Carrie Clark *Chance McFadden *Chase
Covington *Kelsey Bock *Tobie and Mary-Ellen Shramek *Joe
Germany (Youth Not Pictured: *Alex Hynum *Jacob Gifford *Riley
Childers *Skylar Andrews *Aaron Simmons *Kristen Simmons)

After the purchase and installation of carpet, members of Rock
Springs Men of Action returned to install the base boards and put
the finishing touches on paint and several doors.
*Brad Hicks *Rod Rosenthal *Dr. Benny Tate.
Special thanks to Bill Chandler (Mohawk Industries) Kim
Mitchell (Mitchell Painting), Danny Roberts (Roberts Interiors) &
Jason Keller (Trim and Carpentry Specialist)

Walls, Trim, Doors and CarpetWalls, Trim, Doors and Carpet
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Chairs, Stage, and Décor
(Beginning the Final Touches)

Fowler Bible Institute
Dedication Service November 14, 2013

Immediately Following 
Ministry Conference
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EST. AUG 2011

Wesley College Board Wesley College Board 
Partners With Partners With 

Discovery Christian SchoolDiscovery Christian School
Members of the Wesley College Board of Directors 
met with the Board Members of Discovery Christian 
School to discuss leasing arrangements of the Wesley 
Campus.  While Restoration Church of Florence MS 
continues to work with Wesley Board Members toward 
a purchase of the campus, Discovery Christian School 
desperately needs space to accommodate  their 
thriving school.

In a mutually benefiting decision that will bless our 
denomination and this wonderful Christian school, we 
believe God still desires to use the Wesley Campus for 
Kingdom Ministry and Christian Education here in the  
local and surrounding communities.  Please join us in 
celebrating their arrival as we are thrilled to see life 
returning to the Wesley Campus!

Discovery Christian School was established to meet a specific need for Christian Education 
in the Florence and Richland communities, here in Mississippi.  Since its establishment in August of 2011, 
Discovery Christian School’s student enrollment has grown to ninety-three students in just over two years..  
With a retention rate of ninety-seven to ninety-eight percent, the additional space provided by leasing the 
Wesley Campus, and the outstanding positive support of existing residents and city officials, we believe the 
school can reach its goal of one-hundred students in this upcoming year..  Founded by Wendi Teten and 
Michele Thames (pictured below), Discovery Christian offers exceptional Christian education designed to 
meet the individual learning styles and abilities of each child from kindergarten through the ninth grades.  
Additional grades will be added each year through the twelfth grade.
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On October 13th, Praise Tabernacle celebrated thirty-eight years of ministry in the 
Powder Springs area and Dr. Tommy Chapman was honored for fifty years as pastor. 

In fifty years of ministry, Dr. Chapman has served as pastor for three congregations. 
The first was Cedar Rock Congregational Methodist Church, near Jackson, Georgia. 
This was the home church of Ms. Emma Rosa Bond.  The second pastorate was New 
Bethel CMC located in Silver Creek near Lindale, Georgia. During his eleven year 
ministry at Silver Creek he was privileged to experience growth in number and 
facilities. Significantly, it was while serving in this pastorate that Dr. Chapman met 
and married the former Joyce Sutton, his wife of 46 years. Tommy and Joyce have 
three daughters: Candace, Beth and Abby. Tommy and Joyce are blessed with one 
grandchild (Britton). 

In 1975 Pastor Chapman, led of God, began a ten day revival that marked the beginning of Praise Tabernacle Church. In 
1983 after being approached by several parents he was prompted by the Holy Spirit to begin the Total Learning Center 
(Praise Academy). The school is accredited by SACS and ASCI and has over 340 students currently. Praise Tabernacle and 
Praise Academy are located on 16 beautiful acres in Cobb County, Georgia and are debt free. 

Pastor Tommy has been humbled and blessed by the young men and women who have received the call to preach in 
and through his ministry. Some of them are: Phil Smith, Bill Snow, Barry Stephens, Marcus Butler, Hannah Windham, 
Michael Kersey and many others. Through the church and school he was fortunate enough to send several students to 
Wesley College, who are now in ministry.  

During the day of celebration Pastor Tommy was honored to have the Garnett Dale Family as guest musicians. Garnett 
was responsible for erecting the tent and the family sang during the original tent meeting. Pastor Daniel Youngblood and 
the New Bethel Church dismissed services and attended the special day. Mark and Amy Isley, founding members of the 
church, now pastoring Cross Walk Chapel also were in attendance with their congregation.  

After a wonderful lunch prepared by the ladies of Praise Tabernacle, a very special video was shown that captured Dr. 
Benny Tate (CMC President) recognizing the service of Dr. Chapman and presenting him with a plaque, during a recent 
Praise Academy Chapel service. The Dale family shared their ministry in song followed by a “roasting,” of Dr. Chapman. 
Marcus Butler and Bill Snow were among the “roasters.” The Chapman’s daughters, Beth Chapman Ruff and Abby 
Chapman performed a parody of Pastor Chapman attempting to lead singing. 

It was a great day at Praise Tabernacle. We are blessed to have both he and Joyce and praise God for their fifty years in 
ministry and for these thirty-eight years here at Praise Tabernacle. To God be the Glory. 

NOTE: Dr. Chapman has served in numerous positions in the Congregational Methodist Church including President of the 
Wesley College Board of Directors. He has provided positive leadership throughout our churches. His life is a blessing to 
the kingdom. 

God Bless and Congratulations Brother Tommy and Sister Joyce! 

CELEBRATING FIFTY YEARS OF MINISTRY    
 Dr. Tommy Chapman at Praise Tabernacle CMC 
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It’s been a little over three and a half years since Keystone Church 
decided to sell it’s building in Dallas and relocate to Mesquite. For 
many this was a difficult decision because of memories and 
investments in the building on Bruton Road. We wanted to be more 
effective and realized that we could be more effective if we 
relocated. Following the sale of our building we moved to a 
temporary store front without the loss of a single family from our 
congregation. God is so good. It’s been trying as our patience has 
been tested by our architect and ever changing city requirements. (It 
looks like we will be in our new building in the spring of 2014 two 

years later than planned.) But it has been during this transition time that God has helped us 
focus on what is really important. Not the completion of our building, but the building of His 
Church. 
 
Our groundbreaking ceremony in February 
of this year centered around three prayers. 
We first asked God to keep us united during 
the construction, with its myriad of 
decisions and delays, because conflict 
would make us powerless. We then asked 
God to meet the needs of the ever increasing 
cost of the building, because financial 
problems could distract us. Finally we asked 
God to help us focus on becoming a church 
where lives are transformed because we 
wanted to have a dramatic impact in our 
community. We sent our members home 
following the ceremony with orange survey 
flags for them to place near the door of their home as a reminder to pray for unity, financial 
needs and a transformational mindset.  
  
We are now asking God to direct us as we strive to become a transforming church. This will 
be a much greater challenge than just building a building. Change is always hard and many of 
our traditions have almost become sacred. It is not easy to embrace what you’ve never done and 
to let go of what is so comfortable. Everything we do must be examined through the lens of 
seeing lives transformed. We are no longer content with mercy drops we want showers of 
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blessing. Rather than continuing to ask God to bless what we’ve been doing we want to learn 
from others and join Him where He is blessing. We realize that in an ever changing culture we 
must change some of our strategies if we want to be effective in ministry. Just like we prayed, 
studied and worked up plans for a new building, now we are praying, studying and working up 
plans for a transformational church. Plans that will help us reach people for Christ.  
 
Planning is essential in anything worthwhile. Planning sets 
goals and priorities. It focuses our energy and resources. It 
allows us to become successful. For us at Keystone it meant 
examining ourselves, our strengths and our weaknesses. 
Wow, is that painful.  As a pastor it meant a lot of soul 
searching. Examination revealed to us that we are a loving 
and caring congregation. Those who come from 
dysfunctional backgrounds and whose lives are in disarray 
find acceptance and love with us. But we have failed when 
it comes to holding on to them and grounding them in the faith. To become a healthy church we 
are focusing on five areas of ministry that will help us better fulfill our purpose of reaching 
people for Christ 
 

Worship -We are making changes to our 
morning worship to better use the one time a 
week when we gather for worship. This for 
many is when God speaks to them. Lives are 
often changed in a Sunday worship service. 
We are focusing on more time praying and 
more time in His word. We are planning and 
praying to make Sunday Mornings more 
impacting. We want Keystone to be a place to 
worship God. 
 
Fellowship - We realized that our fellowship 
focused on ourselves. We welcomed visitors 

but soon turned our attention to our friends in the church. We had no plans to connect new 
converts or visitors to out church family. We just hoped they keep coming back and eventually 
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fit in. We are making specific plans to connect those new to our congregation to a specific small 
group within our church. We want Keystone to be a place to connect with others. 
 
Education – Our Sunday school isn’t enough. The time doesn’t work for everyone. The 
quarter’s curriculum doesn’t always address where everyone is in their walk in the Lord. We 
need a plan to grow the new convert from conversion through leading others- a process. This 
will involve Sunday school, assigned mentors, and weekend seminars and other available 
venues for training. New converts need to be grounded in their faith and new leaders trained in 
how to lead others. We want Keystone to be a place to grow in faith. 
 
Serving – Most obvious was our lack of serving God in sharing the Gospel.  More training and 
opportunities to help facilitate evangelism are being planned. We are also making plans to serve 
God by serving others. We have a ministry called Amanda’s Hope where we help the hurting 
and display the compassion of Christ to our community. We want Keystone to become a place 
to serve. 
 
Stewardship – When we give we are acting like our heavenly Father. 
He is a giver and giving must be a part of every believer’s life. It’s far more that just tithing. It 
is a lifestyle that values God and others above ourselves.  It’s about seeing our resources as 
tools God gave us and wants to use. 
We want to teach our people that giving is a lifestyle. It’s valuing God and others above self. 
We all have resources like time, money, compassion, friendship, etc… that we can share with 
others. We want Keystone 
to become a place to give. 
 
Keystone Church is 
building a new building, 
but more important is our 
new focus of building a 
transforming church.  
Some changes will be 
immediate and others will 
be a process.  Our prayer 
is that Keystone Church 
be known as a place to:  
Worship God, Connect 
with others, Grow in 
Christlikeness, Give in 
faith, and Serve with love.  
 

 
 

Keystone Church 1016A Pioneer Rd. Mesquite, TX 75149 
 

(Keystone Church was created when Wesleyan Bible Church, led by pastor Ken Griffis, and Trinity Life Chapel, led by 
Pastor Kenny Martin, joined together. They now serve Keystone Church as co-pastors.) 
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May 8, 2013 was a great day for Restoration Church. Symbolically, it represented officially becoming part of a 
community, Flowood, MS. For many months we have prayed, planned, and worked toward the opening of a 
church in the Flowood area. It was frustrating watching youth with whom I worked at Lakeshore Congregational 
Methodist Church leave for college or matriculate into the work force and see them drop out of church. It became 
a burden that eventually leads to the formation of Restoration Church. Flowood was selected because of its rapid 
growth and the large number of young adults that were moving to the area.

On May 8th we had our ribbon cutting ceremony with over fifty people in attendance. They included Flowood 
Chamber of Commerce representatives, local businessmen, Congregational Methodist leaders, friends, family, 
and people from the community who heard about our opening celebration. It was an opportunity to share the 
vision of Restoration Church, as well as, an opportunity to begin building relationships with leaders in the 
Flowood community.

Only six weeks prior to the ribbon cutting Restoration Church opened its doors to the public. A dedicated group 
of supporters had been praying, planning and preparing for that day for many months. Located in an abandoned 
miniature golf, video gaming, and go-cart facility, our core group spent many hours washing, cleaning, painting, 
plumbing, and putting up doors to get ready. This unorthodox facility has proven to be an unanticipated blessing 
in providing visibility to our church and attracting people. Since opening, Restoration Church has been blessed 
with an average of almost 100 per service.

Our focus is on Christ and the church He wants us to be. In our lives we all need redemption and restoration; 
restoration from emotional trials, from broken families, from the shackles of the world and from the limitations we 
put on ourselves. We desire to see community restored to its biblical purpose of encouraging and helping one 
another grow in faith and pray God will use Restoration Church to make an impact in the Flowood community for 
Jesus. 
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Kaye McDonald Lee’s new poetry book inspires 
faith, & healing. 

‘Walking by Faith’ reveals cancer survivor’s journey to peace in God 

LAUREL, Miss. – In “Walking by Faith: Words of Light and Inspiration” (published by 
Trafford Publishing), Kaye McDonald Lee’s new book of inspirational poetry, readers 
uncover encouraging words of wisdom drawn from a cancer survivor’s Christian journey.  

Lee never gave much thought to what she calls her “numerous blessings” until she was 
diagnosed with renal cell carcinoma. She began to look differently at the world around 
her. “Things I had often taken for granted were manifested to me in a very personal way 
after this diagnosis was made,” she says. “When God spared my life, giving me an 
opportunity to serve Him more deeply, my heart was opened to share His message of 
grace and mercy to others.” 

An excerpt from “Walking by Faith”: 

 

“Earthly treasures we strive to know, 

Last only as a thought. 

Plans that are so carefully laid, 

Oft times will be for naught. 

Heavenly treasures we are promised, 

Such joys we have in store 

Are perfect gifts of God’s pure love, 

Who could ask for more?” 

Lee reveals her journey in verse, delivering an inspirational message and working to lift the burdens of the world from 
readers. “There are many people today in need and searching for the peace I have found in my belief and surrender to a 
risen Lord,” she says.  

“Walking by Faith” 

By Kaye McDonald Lee 

Available at Amazon and Barnes & Noble & Bethlehem Community Church 

About the Author: 

Kaye McDonald Lee was born on a farm in rural Mississippi, hailing from a loving, supportive family of nine. 
She is a retired bookkeeper and office manager, and she lives in Laurel, Miss., with her husband, H.R. 
“Mutt” Lee. Both she and her husband love to travel. Lee has two stepsons and six grandchildren. Kaye and 
her family are proud members of Bethlehem Community Church (CMC).  
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